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REMARKS 

Claims 1-12 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10 and 1 1 are 
the independent claims. Claims 1-3 and 8-12 are withdrawn. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the present application are respectfully requested. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The Examiner has indicated that the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
filed on February 22, 2005 fails to comply with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). Applicant 
resubmits the documents included in the February 22, 2005 IDS submittal in an IDS 
submittal filed concurrently with this response. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112 

Claims 4-7 stand rejected under 35 USC §112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicant submits that the term "number average polystyrene -equivalent 
molecular weight," used in claim 4, is an accurate quantitative measure of the 
molecular weight distribution for synthetic polymers that is determined via size 
exclusion chromatography. Applicant submits, in an IDS submittal filed concurrently 
with this response, a 1989 publication Size Exclusion Chromatography by John V. 
Dawkins of Loughborough University of Technology, UK, which describes size 
exclusion chromatography. Page 251 of the publication shows the equation for 
number average molecular weights (M n , shown in Equation 30), which is a 
dimensionless value synonymous with the recited "number average polystyrene- 
equivalent molecular weight." Applicant submits that a person of ordinary skill in 
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the art would understand this term, such that recited claims 4-7 are definite as they 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards 
as the invention. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection of these 
claims under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 be withdrawn. 



<Remainder of Page Left Intentionally Blank> 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the above remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that each of the 
rejections has been addressed and overcome, placing the present application in 
condition for allowance. A notice to that effect is respectfully requested. If the 
Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the 
present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned 
at the telephone number below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
08-0750 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HARNESS, DICKEY, & PIERCE, P.L.C. 



By 




DJD/CE^reaf 



P.O. Box 8910 
Reston, Virginia 20195 
(703) 668-8000 
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